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Creative expression is a means to explore 
and share one’s identity within a community 
(Gr 4). Artists experiment in a variety of 
ways to discover new possibilities (Gr 4). 

Drawing
 Big Ideas

Throughout this course we have explored 
drawing. From simple lines and squiggles to 
elaborate detail, drawing can be used with 
purpose in elementary classrooms. I 
enjoyed these exercises because I was able 
to remember a joy of drawing and see 
connections to use it in classrooms. 

Content
Elements of design: line, shape, space, 
texture, form; principles of design: pattern, 
repetition, balance, contrast, emphasis, 
rhythm, variety. 
Image development strategies: elaboration, 
repetition, simplification, abstraction,  
stylization, rotation, reversal, point of view, 
magnification, juxtaposition, distortion, 
exaggeration



Drawing
Take a line for a walk 2 drawings of your hand



Drawing
Ink blot drawing



Drawing
Drawing to music Describing objects



Drawing
5 x 5 min drawings (1) 5 x 5 min drawings (2)
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Drawing
5 x 5 min drawings (3) 5 x 5 min drawings (4)



Drawing
5 x 5 min drawings (5) Inspiration piece for 5 min drawings

Note: I painted this figure last summer



Drawing
Left-handed drawing Textures and patterns



Drawing
Blind contour portrait Childhood drawing
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Drawing
Negative space drawing Upside down drawing



Drawing
Abstract shapes Shoe



Painting

For painting we used watercolour to 
explore colour theory. I think knowing how 
colours interact will be useful when guiding 
student in their painting. The storybook was 
such a fun exercise and let me play with the 
techniques we learnt about in class. 

Creative experiences involve an interplay 
between exploration, inquiry, and 
purposeful choice (Gr 3). The arts connect 
our experiences to the experiences of 
others. (Gr 3). 

 Big Ideas

Content
Elements of design: line, shape, space, 
texture, colour, form; principles of design: 
pattern, repetition, balance, contrast, 
emphasis, rhythm, variety. 
Image development strategies: elaboration, 
repetition, simplification, abstraction,  
stylization, rotation, reversal, point of view, 
magnification, juxtaposition, distortion, 
exaggeration



Painting
Colour theory studies Colour theory studies - Hue



Painting
Colour theory studies - Value Colour theory studies - Chroma
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Painting Storybook page 

5 x 5 min drawings (2)



Painting
Painting theory studies Take a line for a walk



Collage

Collage can be used from K-12 and beyond. 
This is such a versatile medium and I can see 
endless uses for it in the classroom. The 
mystery square was a great way to show 
impactful ways that ripping, layering, and 
composition can be used to create complex 
and impressive images.

Engaging in creative expression and 
experiences expands people’s sense of 
identity and belonging (Gr 5). Works of art 
influence and are influenced by the world 
around us (Gr 5). 

 Big Ideas

Content
Elements of design: shape, space, texture, 
colour, form (visual arts); principles of 
design: balance, pattern, repetition, 
contrast, emphasis, rhythm (visual arts), 
unity, harmony, variety
Image development strategies: repetition, 
simplification, abstraction,  stylization, 
rotation, point of view, magnification, 
juxtaposition, distortion, exaggeration



Collage
Paper techniques Mystery square



Printmaking

The section on printmaking reminded me 
how simple this process can be. Students 
can carve, poke, and roll out a masterpiece 
like magic. This is a good way to show how 
to work in reverse or mirrored images. I can 
see students trying out all sorts of patterns 
and writing out words to see how the 
process works.

Artists experiment in a variety of ways to 
discover new possibilities (Gr 4). Exploring 
works of art exposes us to diverse values, 
knowledge, and perspectives (Gr 4). Dance, 
drama, music, and visual arts are each 
unique languages for creating and 
communicating (Gr 4).

 Big Ideas

Content
Elements of design: line, shape, space, 
texture, colour, form; principles of design: 
pattern, repetition, balance, contrast, 
emphasis, rhythm, variety 
Image development strategies:elaboration, 
repetition, simplification, abstraction,  
stylization, rotation, juxtaposition, 
distortion, exaggeration



Printmaking
Styrofoam prints
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Printmaking
Styrofoam prints



Printmaking
Additive monotype Trace monotype



Sculpture

We explored various sculpting techniques 
to become familiar with how modeling clay 
can be manipulated. I love 3D art and can 
see this being used in class to help children 
further develop their imagination. There is 
something special when a child can hold and 
play with their own creation. 

Creative experiences involve an interplay 
between exploration, inquiry, and 
purposeful choice (Gr 3). Dance, drama, 
music, and visual arts are each unique 
languages for creating and communicating 
(Gr 3). 

 Big Ideas

Content
Elements of design: shape, texture, colour, 
form; principles of design: pattern, 
repetition, rhythm, emphasis 
Image development strategies:elaboration, 
repetition, simplification, abstraction,  
stylization, magnification, distortion, 
exaggeration



Sculpture
Sculpture explorations



Sculpture
Invented animal

Sharkenbearfoxster

This creature is only seen when Mercury is in 
retrograde. At that time it emerges from its half 
water half earth den to feast on ladybugs and 
huckleberries. 

It loves the rain. When it rains the 
sharkenbearfoxster can be heard singing a 
wondrous and terrifying acapella tune.

When frightened, it will rush up a tree or flee into 
water, whichever is a faster route to escape. 

If you ever cross paths with a sharkenbearfoxster 
sign it your favourite song and it will let you pass 
unharmed.



Sculpture
Invented animal - Sharkenbearfoxster
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Sculpture
Invented animal - Sharkenbearfoxster



Self-Portrait

I think students should make self-portraits 
every year. This is such a great way to look 
within yourself and reflect on where and 
who you are now. I like to remind people 
that we grow and change everyday and this 
project helps affirm a person's identity at 
this moment in their life. 

People create art to express who they are 
as individuals and community (Gr K). People 
connect to others and share ideas through 
the arts (Gr K). 

 Big Ideas

Content
Elements of design: line, shape, texture, 
colour; principles of design: pattern, 
repetition
Image development strategies: elaboration, 
repetition, simplification



01 0
3

Self -Portrait



Self -Portrait

For my self-portrait I 
wanted to show how all 
the little parts of me 
make me who I am. At 
times these pieces are 
growing and other times 
they are “out of season”. 
Right now some parts 
are receiving more 
attention than other 
parts, but together they 
represent who I am. 



Additional Exploration
Root system (made for lesson plan)



   Fin  . 


